502           RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS OF THE  \VOBLD.

HUMANITY.

BY FREDERIC HARRISON.

A VERY large audience assembled at South Place to hear the
lecture of the well-known leader of the Positivists, Mr. Frederic
Harrison, on the subject of " Humanity as a Eeligious Centre."
The lecturer stated that his position was different from that
of the speakers who had preceded him, and also of those who
were to follow him. All these rested on the Bible as, in some
degree the word of God. He recognized only the revelation
that is in the earth; Science was his revelation. His heaven
was earth. How, then, could they claim a place amongst
religionists at all ? How can they be said to represent spiritual
activities ? That question he would try to answer. They do
feel in sympathy with the aim of other churches, for "the
object of all religions is alike." Men seek in religion the highest
ideal of life, and this ideal, he belfeves, Is to be found in
the world. That which marks out the Positivist system from
other religions is that it rejects every kind of doctrine which
cannot be proved by scientific argument. Eeligion and science
have hitherto stood in hopeless antagonism; Comte, however, said
that the two were to be reconciled. In the light of this new
centre of belief and duty, science found its creed in religion, and
religion found its crown in science. They think that the future
of religion will be hopeless unless it can find its basis in science.
Turning to the other side of the picture, it will be seen how
unsocial science must be unless it can do something in the way
of moral elevation.

Objection has been made to their using the terms " religion,"
" soul," etc. It has been said to them, that the soul means an
immaterial entity, and that " worship " means adoration of God.
Positivism makes it clear that worship does not necessarily mean
adoration of a supernatural Being. Religion properly means
veneration for the power which exercises a dominant influence
over our life. This power, by religionists, is called u Grod," but
it need not mean God. The religion of China is a sort of nature-
worship; in various parts of the world there has been sun-worship.